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-Is it FAIR to all concerned? ﬁ

-Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS ?
-Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?




	
	THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM

Clean Water 

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM

April 10- Essay Winners

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Julie MacSwain- April 5
Roger Smith- April 4

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

It is Time to Turn our Attention to a Local Project. This week at Rotary, The Community Service Committee will unveil a project they have been working on for months. It is a Clean Water Initiative that will have a significantly positive effect on the great river resource that flows as a jewel through our community. The Initiative is described in detail in this newsletter. This is an exciting opportunity for our club to step out, take a leadership role and make a substantial impact on our local community. This easily could become a model project for other Rotary Clubs in river towns to emulate. 

It has been a while since our club has put our energy towards solving a local problem. What could merit our attention more than improving the water quality of the wild and scenic St. Croix River? This project meets the desires of those who want to not only see us work internationally but also in our own community. It also gives us an opportunity to roll up our sleeves, literally, and work together with other Rotarians and their family members to improve our community. This project will require your volunteer time rather than your check writing ability. 

I would like to thank Molly O’Rourke for leading her committee to the creation of this water quality project

1) Presentations at our weekly club meetings.

2) Becoming a partner in the Blue Thumb program. The Blue Thumb program makes it easy for residents interested in doing their part to protect and improve water quality to plan, purchase and plant native gardens, rain gardens and shorelines with native plants. The program operates in the Twin Cities metro area and greater Minnesota. There are currently about 30 Blue Thumb partners.  Partners contribute money or 30 hours of volunteer service to participate.  The Board would like our membership to be focused on volunteer service.  More information is on the Blue Thumb website at www.bluethumb.org .

3) Linking the Stillwater Noon Rotary Club web site to the bluethumb.org site.
4) Donating funds and/or labor to install and maintain an educational rain garden site as part of the City of Stillwater’s street reconstruction project in the vicinity of 4th Street South and Pine Street West (near the Historic Courthouse to maintain the rain garden.

This site could be then be used to formally and informally promote rain gardens and other activities that improve the quality of water flowing to the St. Croix River.

These are the initial proposals for the Stillwater Noon Rotary Club’s Clean Water Initiative.  Future activities could be a native or rain garden plant sale, installation or maintenance of other rain garden sites, promotion of other water quality efforts such as rain barrels, and production and distribution of educational materials.  

Attendees of the Community Service’s Subcommittee that have developed the Clean Water 

	
	for our community. In addition to Molly,  Clean Water Initiative Subcommittee members include; Allen Chaves, Lori Johnson, Ed Jones, Paul Kiolbasa, Ross Manni, Sheryl E. Marshall and Keith Ryskoski. 
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The Stillwater Rotary Club continually proves that Rotarians working creatively together can indeed change our communities and the world for the better. Please join us on Thursday for the kick off of this significant project.

By President Gretchen

CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE

The Stillwater Noon Rotary Board of Directors has approved a local community service initiative focused on promoting clean water.  The proposal was developed by the Community Services’ Subcommittee.  This clean water initiative will have an emphasis on water flowing to the St. Croix River.  This would be a multi-year initiative that could change over time.

Initially the project will include the following:

Education of Rotary Club members on the environmental state of the St. Croix River and what actions/initiatives can or are being done to improve its water quality.  This will be accomplished by working with the Program Committee to arrange for several 

Initiative include: Allen Chaves, Lori Johnson, Ed Jones, Paul Kiolbasa, Ross Manni, Sheryl E. Marshall, Molly O’Rourke, and Keith Rykoski.

If other Rotary members would like to join the Subcommittee, please contact Molly O’Rourke at 651-430-6003(o) or 651-641-0834 (h).

	

	

	Officers  And  Directors
President:  Gretchen Stein 
President-Elect: David Magnuson 
Vice-President: Curt Geissler 
Treasurer: Susan Smith
Secretary: Merilyn Cummings
Club Director 1: Scott Mercer 
Club Director 2: Roger Smith 
Club Director 3: Katie Rolf 
Immediate Past President: David Jennings


	
	Meetings
Thursdays at 11:45- Lowell Inn

102 North 2nd Street, Stillwater

Cogwheel Editor: Tim Anderson

tim@webaloo.com or 651-351-1041

ROTARY WEBSITES:

Local- www.stillwaterrotary.com
District- www.rotary5960.org
International- www.rotary.org
E-club- www.rotaryclubone.org

	
	Clubs in the area for make-up:

Stillwater Sunrise - Tuesday, 7:00 AM Joseph’s Restaurant

White Bear Lake- Wednesday, 7:00 AM Ruby Red Eye Grill

Lake Elmo-  Wednesday, 7:00 AM
Lake Elmo Inn

Hudson Rotary- Thursday, 12:00 PM Hudson House Inn

Please visit the Stillwater Rotary Club web site at www.stillwaterrotary.com

	


