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-Is it the TRUTH? e bt et %y
-Is it FAIR to all concerned? /f/

-Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS ?
-Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?




	
	THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM

Fast for Hope

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
April 24- Classification Talk

May 1- Law Day

May 8- Brazilian G.S.E. Team

GUESTS

Ann Roch- guest of Club

Colleen Halverson- guest of Merilyn Cummings

Deborah Disteno- guest of Club

Gerald Lindahl- guest of Club

Joan Sirotiak- guest of Gretchen Stein

Larry Klancher- guest of cub

Luan Thompson- guest of Club

Marina Challeen- guest of Club

Scott Thompson- guest of Club

Seth Thompson- guest of Club

Zach Steffl- guest of Club

MEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

Linda Moore- April 18th
Pat Riley- April 18th
CLUB ANNIVERSARIES

Walter Johnson- 45 years

Cameron Kelly- 1 year

Martha Naegeli- 1 year

Molly O’Rourke- 4 years

Glen Robinson- 4 years

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Fast for Hope is a program unique to District 5960, although many districts undertake similar efforts. In the early days of the program, District Rotarians were asked to skip the meal during their Rotary meeting one day per year and to instead donate the cost of the meal to a district international service 

undertake sustainable community development in Las Cortezas in Nicaragua. What is different is that we will focus initially on this village of about 1,225 people. What is different is that our goal is to have a multifaceted effort simultaneously addressing the myriad of needs that are interconnected and which cause most of the residents in this village to be living in extreme poverty. 

Our speaker this week is the District Chair of Fast for Hope, Dave Newman Dave Newman  is a Stillwater Sunrise Rotarian. I am very pleased to have Dave with us this week to discuss the exciting work being done by our Rotary district.

President Gretchen 

TOYS BRING HOPE TO CHILDREN, TROOPS OVERSEAS

Rotarian Jack Ham has collected close to 75 Beanie Babies over the years, and was ready to part with his furry little friends, including his favorite, Wilbur, a plush, pink pig he was attached to because of Ham’s last name. He wanted to give the stuffed animals to children who had limited or no access to toys.

Ham, a member of the Rotary Club of Houghton, Michigan, USA, shared his desire to donate his collection with fellow club member Lieutenant Colonel Dallas L. Eubanks. Together, they came up with an idea of sending small stuffed toys to U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan to distribute to local children. 

Eubanks says giving gifts to the youth overseas has a positive impact on the children as well as the soldiers, which he experienced during his tour of duty in Iraq in 2003-04. “It helps us bridge the gap with them, and it helps the soldiers feel like there is hope for tomorrow,” says Eubanks. “These gifts show the children that we are not all bad guys with guns and bullets.”
 


	
	project, hence the name "Fast for Hope."

Over the years, our district has raised significant sums of money, which have been used to fund projects throughout the world. In 2003-2004, our district began a three-year collaboration with District 5950 on the Haiti Safe Water Plus project, which also involves Haiti Outreach and World Vision as co-participants. We extended our commitment for a fourth year which concluded during the 2006-2007 Rotary year.  During this four year effort we raised over $135,000, bought a new well drilling rig to replace one that was lost in a hurricane, built over 60 news wells, repaired 10 damaged wells and built over 200 latrines.
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In early 2007, then District Governor Elect Lillis and the Governors' Planning Council formed a task force which was directed to identify a new undertaking for Fast for Hope. Since one of the goals of the task force was for this new undertaking to provide a meaningful volunteer opportunity for District 5960 Rotarians, their family and friends, the task force focused it’s efforts in Central and South America. After much research the Task Force agreed on characteristics of what they were looking for in a new model.

 

 In 2007-2008 and beyond, Fast for Hope is going in a new and exciting direction. We have decided to 

 Ham and Eubanks presented the idea to their club and District 6220 (Michigan, USA) in May and within nine months, the club had collected more than 4,200 stuffed animals from around the country.
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Eubanks says the gifts bring smiles to the children’s faces and hopes the items will help ease tensions between the troops and local families. The project grew well above what the club anticipated. “We thought we would receive about 500 to 600 stuffed animals,” Eubanks says.

Hundreds of toys too large to ship overseas were sent to orphanages in Mexico, delivered to nursing homes in Michigan, and given to local children.

Ham says helping the kids was very personal to him. “To give the kids toys they have never had before, it just means so much to them.”

	

	

	Officers  And  Directors
President:  Gretchen Stein 
President-Elect: David Magnuson 
Vice-President: Curt Geissler 
Treasurer: Susan Smith
Secretary: Merilyn Cummings
Club Director 1: Scott Mercer 
Club Director 2: Roger Smith 
Club Director 3: Katie Rolf 
Immediate Past President: David Jennings


	
	Meetings
Thursdays at 11:45- Lowell Inn

102 North 2nd Street, Stillwater

Cogwheel Editor: Tim Anderson

tim@webaloo.com or 651-351-1041

ROTARY WEBSITES:

Local- www.stillwaterrotary.com
District- www.rotary5960.org
International- www.rotary.org
E-club- www.rotaryclubone.org

	
	Clubs in the area for make-up:

Stillwater Sunrise - Tuesday, 7:00 AM Joseph’s Restaurant

White Bear Lake- Wednesday, 7:00 AM Ruby Red Eye Grill

Lake Elmo-  Wednesday, 7:00 AM
Lake Elmo Inn

Hudson Rotary- Thursday, 12:00 PM Hudson House Inn

Please visit the Stillwater Rotary Club web site at www.stillwaterrotary.com

	


