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-Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS ?
-Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?




	
	THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM

University of Minnesota


UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

May 3- Law Day

May 10- Autism
May 17-Washington County Courts

LAST WEEK'S PROGRAM
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The Stillwater Rotary Club Foundation was the topic, presented by Hank Sampson who has been involved with it since it was founded in 1982. It is a philanthropic extension of our club in the St. Croix Valley area, with boundaries similar to School District 834. It functions separately from the global Rotary International Foundation. It has its own constitution, by-laws and officers and has IRS 501(c)3 not-for-profit tax status.

The Foundation contributes start-up funds to initiate programs and projects but not for maintaining existing programs or for building projects. Grants are not made to individuals for their own personal benefit. A booklet, titled Grant Request Guidelines, is available which also gives the procedure for submitting a request.

With an initial goal of achieving and maintaining $100,000 or more and then making grants out of earnings, the Foundation made its first grant in 1987: $1,700 to the Boy Scouts for two two-way radios for "Safe Rides." It was a program to provide safe, confidential, free rides home for students not in condition to drive because of drinking or drugs, or for students who did not want to be passengers in such risky situations.

Since that first grant, the Foundation has awarded $41,600 in 39 grants to a variety of youth, safety, education, hunger, health, history, homeless, justice, and other causes...plus the arts and music. The year-end 2006 balance was $114,000. 

Contribution folders were placed on the tables and are available from Hank or at the sign-in table. Appealing for donations from fellow members, he said, "There are needs right here in our own back yard. Our local Foundation is based on the Rotary principal: Service Above Self." He 
founded in 1978 to bring medical and humanitarian services to the most economically blighted nations, including war-torn Liberia and Sierra Leone.

Mercy will be one of the world's largest floating hospital ships. The ship will complete its maiden voyage from Newcastle, England, to Monrovia harbor thanks in large part to the support of Rotarians worldwide.

The Africa Mercy is one of a small fleet of hospital vessels owned and operated by Mercy Ships, a U.S.-based charity

For two years, Rotarians in Great Britain and Ireland have helped fund the US$62.5 million transformation of a former 16.5-ton, Danish ferry named Droning Ingrid into a floating hospital with six operating rooms, a dental clinic, an 80-bed patients' ward, and nearly 500 cabins to house medical and other volunteers.

The British and Irish Rotarians donated nearly £700,000 (almost US$1.4 million) toward an on-board eye surgery center where doctors will work on patients with cataracts and glaucoma, enabling some patients to see for the first time in their lives. They also sponsored an international lounge, where volunteers from nearly 40 nations can interact.

U.S. Rotarians from Jacksonville, Florida, raised $285,000 for the Africa Mercy, the highest contribution from a single Rotary club. Buoyed by a US$150,000 Matching Grant from The Rotary Foundation, the Rotary Club of Jacksonville's gift to the new ship totaled nearly half a million dollars.

Mercy Ships founder Don Stephens say the contributions will help equip the Africa Mercy's hospital space, spanning the entire 500-foot-long ship with computers, security cameras, and on-board Land Rovers. "It came at just the right time," says Stephens about Rotary's gift. "We had the ship ready to go and completed, but we needed the crucial equipment to run a hospital on board. We had hoped for something like this for a long time."

The Africa Mercy replaced the Anastasis, the previous Mercy Ships hospital boat that was last docked In Tema, Ghana. Though the Anastasis only had three operating rooms, volunteer surgeons were able to perform nearly 1,400 fistula operations and more than 1,000 eye surgeries in addition to treating cleft palates and removing hundreds of facial tumors in 2006. On the Africa Mercy, doctors hope to carry out 7,000 surgeries a year, says Stephens. "The electrical power capacity needed to keep the gigantic facilities running equals that of a small town," says Stephens. Satellites will allow doctors to beam medical test results back and forth between the gigantic facilities running equals that of a small town," says Stephens. Satellites will allow doctors to beam medical test results back and forth between Europe and Africa in minutes.

Jacksonville Rotarian Benson Woodberry, an advocate for Mercy Ships, coordinates all Matching Grant-related activities with the partner clubs in Tema and Monrovia via e-mail, fax, or phone. He plans to take teams of U.S. Rotarians on board the Africa Mercy. "I want every Rotarian to see the life and work onboard a Mercy Ship," says Woodberry. "The experience will change you forever."
	
	closed with a two-line verse that changes the impossible to the possible, "I am only one...but I am someone. I can't do everything...but I can do something." 
Submitted by Peter Polga
ATTENDANCE

 79.25%

MAKEUPS

Tim Anderson- District Meeting

Galowitz- Lake Elmo

Gretchen Stein- District Meeting

GUESTS

Cameron Kelly- guest of Tim Anderson

Claudette Johnson- guest of Tom Gerson

Dorothy Gerson- guest of Tom Gerson

Dr. Keith Johnson- guest of Tom Gerson

Martha Naegeli- guest of Peter Polga

David Wick- Arden Hills/ Shoreview

Larry Hildebrandt- Medford Rogue
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First meeting of the Stillwater Rotary Board of Directors for Rotary year 07-08
A PLEA FROM YOUR TREASURER

Please take a extra moment when you write those checks to the Stillwater Rotary club and put a  little "love note" to your treasurer in the memo section.  We have so many great projects in the works and I want to make sure I apply your money to the right bucket.  Thanks for the help.

Susan Smith
FOUNDATION NEWS

A new, state-of-the-art hospital that provides free medical care to thousands of the world's poorest patients will soon arrive in the West African nation of Liberia — by sea.

Expected to anchor off the coast of Monrovia, Liberia, this summer, the Africa 

FUND-RAISING RAFFLE

The Board of Directors voted to fund the following grant requests at the April Board Meeting.  We thank everyone for their energies and donations during our fund-raising raffle. You made this possible.

Susan
ORGANIZATION
2006/07 GRANT
12 AAA Lakes Elmo Baseball
300
American Cancer Society
150
Century college desginated scholarship
500
Children's Program No Ireland
100
Lakeview Hospital - Prescription Assist
300
Salvation Army
300
St Croix Fast Pitch
300
St Croix United Way
1000
Stillwater High School Scholarship
1600
Stillwater Senior Class Party
300
Valley Outreach (Food Shelf)
150
TOTALS
5000
STILLWATER ROTARY COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Membership- Jim Schug

schug@co.washington.mn.us

Public Relations- Hank Sampson

hanksampson@juno.com

Rotary Foundation- Paul Kiolbasa

Paul.A.Kiolbasa@wellsfargo.com
Service Projects- Lori Johnson

ljohnson@lakeelmobank.com
	

	
	Officers  And  Directors
President : David Jennings
President-Elect : Gretchen Stein
Vice-President : David Magnuson
Treasurer : Susan Smith
Secretary : Merilyn Cummings
Club Director 1 : Curt Geissler
Club Director 2 : Scott Mercer
Club Director 3 : Roger Smith
Immediate Past President : Peter Polga

Please visit the Stillwater Rotary Club web site at- www.stillwaterrotary.com

	
	Meetings
Thursdays at 11:45- Lowell Inn

102 North 2nd Street, Stillwater

Cogwheel Editor: Tim Anderson

tim@webaloo.com or 651-351-1041

ROTARY WEBSITES:

Local- www.stillwaterrotary.com
District- www.rotary5960.org
International- www.rotary.org
E-club- www.rotaryclubone.org

	
	Clubs in the area for make-up:

Stillwater Sunrise - Tuesday, 7:00 AM Joseph’s Restaurant

White Bear Lake- Wednesday, 7:00 AM Ruby Red Eye Grill

Lake Elmo-  Wednesday, 7:00 AM
Lake Elmo Inn

Hudson Rotary- Thursday, 12:00 PM Hudson House Inn


	


